Passport Amendment and Registration of Marriage Contract:

Philippine Embassy

Kirchenfeldstrasse 73 – 75

3005 Berne
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Amendments are authorized changes made to a Filipino’s passport details as a result of a change in civil or legal status. An example is when a Filipino woman, after contracting marriage, decides to use the surname of her husband. Passports can be amended when a Filipino woman decides to revert to her maiden name after the death of her husband, after her marriage was annulled, or after being divorced by her foreign spouse.
Requirements for Passport Amendment.
1. Duly accomplished Passport Amendment form.

2. Valid Passport and copy of the passport data page and the last page.

3. Submit the documents on the Requirements for Report of Marriage.

4. Copy of Swiss residence permit (Bewilligung).

5. Two (2) passport size photos.

6. Self –addressed return envelope with stamps worth CHF 6.00
Passport Amendment fee of CHF 28.00

Contact details

For further details, please contact the Embassy  at Tel. 031 / 350 17 17 or by email to berne_pe@bluewin.ch.
MODE OF PAYMENT :  Payment must be done personally at the Embassy or payment can be made through postal order (Postanweisung) addressed to the Philippine Embassy, Kirchenfeldstrasse 73-75,  CH-3005 Bern. Personal checks or stamps are not accepted as payment for consular fees.

Philippine Embassy 
Kirchenfeldstr. 73
CH-3005 Berne, Switzerland
as of 23 Feb. 2006

Tel 031 / 350 17 17
Fax 031/352 2602
berne_pe@bluewin.ch  http://mypage.bluewin.ch/berne_pe
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REPORT OF MARRIAGE OF FILIPIN O NATIONAL  


8.  If the applicant was Divorced by alien spouse, submit authenticated Divorce

Decree issued by the court in three (3) copies.

a. If the court decree was issued in Switzerland, it must be translated to English and legalized by the State Chancery of the Canton that issued the divorce decree.

b. If Divorce Decree was issued by another country, it must be translated to English and authenticated by the Philippine Consul in the country where it was issued.

NOTE: A Filipina who initiates the divorce proceedings against an alien spouse, cannot re-marry because there is no divorced in the Philippines.  If she re-marries, this second marriage is not legal under Philippine Law.  ( Her passport, therefore, cannot be amended to indicate her maiden name or new husband’s name.)  The divorced Filipina can only re-marry if it was the foreigner husband who divorced her and by virtue of the laws of the foreign husband’s country, the man could marry again.  In this case, the Filipina could also re-marry and her Philippine passport could be amended to reflect her new name.

Contact details

For further details, please contact the Embassy at Tel. 031 / 350 17 17 or by email to berne_pe@bluewin.ch.

MODE OF PAYMENT :  Payment must be done personally at the Embassy or payment can be made through postal order (Postanweisung) addressed to the Philippine Embassy, Kirchenfeldstrasse 73-75,  CH-3005 Bern. Personal checks or stamps are not accepted as payment for consular fees.

REQUIREMENTS FOR ePASSPORT APPLICATION

FIRST TIME APPLICANT

1. Personal appearance of applicant is required for biometrics. Applicants are requested to call the Embassy (031 350 1717) to set an appointment.

2. One passport size picture taken within the last 6 months.

3. Original Birth Certificate and 3 copies. If original is returned to the applicant, the 3 copies of Birth Certificate will be certified as true by the Embassy and, for this service the consular fee is CHF 35.00. If the Original Birth Certificate is submitted to Manila, there is no certification fee required.

4. Three (3) duly accomplished Report of Birth forms. Report of Birth fee is CHF35.00.  Applicants who were not born in the Philippines or Switzerland must submit a copy of the Report of Birth issued by the Philippine Embassy or Consulate at the country of birth. 

5. Two (2) copies of parents’ marriage contract.

6. Two (2) copies of passport personal data page of Filipino parent.

7. Duly accomplished ePassport application form.

8. Copy of Residence Permit (Bewilligung) or Swiss Passport.

9. Self addressed envelope with CHF6.00 stamp, (Registered) to be used in returning the processed documents.

10. ePassport Application fee CHF 84.00. (If possible, please bring exact amount)

PASSPORT RENEWAL

1. Personal appearance of applicant is required for biometrics. Applicants are requested to call the Embassy (031 350 1717) to set an appointment.

2. Duly accomplished ePassport application form.

3. Latest Original Philippine Passport and Copy of Philippine passport personal data page.

4. One passport size picture taken within the last 6 months.

5. Copy of Residence Permit (Bewilligung) or Swiss Passport.

6. Self addressed envelope with CHF6.00 stamp, (Registered) to be used in returning the processed documents.

7. ePassport Application fee CHF 84.00. (If possible, please bring exact amount)

REPLACEMENT OF LOST/DAMAGED/TAMPERED PASSPORT

1. Personal appearance of applicant is required for biometrics. Applicants are requested to call the Embassy (031 350 1717) to set an appointment.

2. Affidavit of Loss narrating the circumstances of loss or damage to be executed at the Embassy. Fee is CHF 35.00

3. Two copies of Police report, in case of lost passport.

4. Duly accomplished ePassport application form.

5. Copy of lost Philippine passport personal data page. If passport is issued before 1990, or pertinent information will be difficult to obtain, applicants must submit NSO Birth Certificate authenticated by DFA in the Philippines and secondary identification and other supporting documents as may be required by the Consular Officer.

6. One passport size picture taken within the last 6 months.

7. Copy of Residence Permit (Bewilligung) or Swiss Passport.

8. Self addressed envelope with CHF6.00 stamp, (Registered) to be used in returning the processed documents.

9. Application fee CHF 210.00 (If possible, please bring exact amount)

Please note that the Embassy does not process incomplete applications.  Release of passports will be (6) weeks from the date application is received. Applicants who are 18 years old and above with dual or multi citizenship who have not taken an Oath of Allegiance are requested to do so (Please submit additional 2 copies of Philippine and Foreign Passports, 4 passport size photos and fee CHF70.00). For this purpose, please call the Embassy to set an appointment. 

Frequently Asked Questions Relating to the Reacquisition of Philippine Citizenship under Republic Act 9225

1.  Who are eligible dual citizens?  

Natural-born Filipinos who have lost their Philippine citizenship by naturalization in a foreign country,  and their unmarried children who are below 18 years of age are eligible under Republic Act No. 9225 or the Citizenship Retention and Reacquisition Act of 2003. 

2.  What is the procedure in applying and what documents are required in order to apply? 

(a) Applicant shall present a copy of his/her Birth Certificate issued or duly-authenticated by the National Statistics Office (NSO) in Manila. 

(Note:  applicants who are based in the Switzerland can request for an authenticated birth certificate from the National Statistics Office on-line through the following website:  www.ecensus.com.ph)

In case of no records found, applicant must present a Certificate of Non-Availability of Birth Record from the NSO and other secondary documentary proof of being a former natural-born Filipino citizen (e.g. old Philippine passport, baptismal certificate, marriage certificate of applicant’s parents)

(b) Applicant accomplishes form entitled “Petition for Dual Citizenship and Issuance of Identification Certificate (IC) pursuant to RA 9225” and attaches four (4) 2”x2”  photographs showing the front view of the applicant in royal blue background

(c) Applicant submits duly-accomplished petition to the Philippine Embassy in Berne, Switzerland together with the photos, birth certificate and a valid ID.  

(Note: applicants who are married and who wish to use their married names must submit a copy of their marriage certificate). 

(d) Applicant pays a processing fee of CHF 70.00 and is assigned a schedule for his/her oath of allegiance before a consular officer.  Applicant takes his/her oath. Additional fee of  CHF35.00 ($25.00) for every qualified beneficiary of the applicant.

(e) Applicant is given the original copy of his notarized oath of allegiance together with an Order of Approval issued by the Philippine Embassy. 

(f) The Philippine Embassy forwards to the Bureau of Immigration in Manila the petition,  under oath, order of approval, and other supporting documents for issuance of an Identification Certificate.  

(g) The Bureau of Immigration issues an Identification Certificate (IC) and forwards it to the applicant through the Philippine Embassy.  

3. What rights and privileges will dual citizens enjoy?  

Those who retain or reacquire their Philippine Citizenship under RA 9225 shall enjoy full civil and political rights and be subject to all attendant liabilities and responsibilities under existing laws of the Philippines and the following conditions:

(a) Those intending to exercise their right of suffrage must meet the requirements under Section 1, Article V of the Constitution,  Republic Act No. 9189, otherwise known as “The Overseas Absentee Voting Act 0f 2003” and other existing laws.  

(b) Under the Act,  the right to vote or be elected or appointed to any public office in the Philippines cannot be exercised by, or extended to,  those who are candidates for or are occupying any public office in the country of which they are naturalized citizens and/or those who are in active service as commissioned or non-commissioned officers in the armed forces of the country which they are naturalized citizens.  

(b) Those seeking elective public office in the Philippines shall meet the qualifications for holding such public office as required by the Constitution and existing laws and, at the time of filing of the certificate of candidacy,  make a personal and sworn renunciation of any and all foreign citizenship before any public officer authorized to administer an oath.  

(c) Those appointed to any public office shall subscribe and swear to an oath of allegiance to the Republic of the Philippines and its duly constituted authorities prior to their assumption of office: Provided, That they renounce their oath of allegiance to the country where they took that oath;

4.  As a dual citizen, can I own land in the Philippines?  Is there a limit as to the area or size of the land or real property which I could purchase under my name?

As provided for under the 1987 Philippine Constitution,  there is no limit as to the area or size of the land or real property,  which a Filipino citizen may acquire or purchase under his/her name.  Naturally,  this principle applies to former Filipinos who reacquire their citizenship under RA 9225.  

5.  As a dual citizen, how long can I stay in the Philippines? 

Having reacquired your citizenship, you can stay in the Philippines for as long as you want without having to pay an immigration fees.  You can even choose to retire or permanently settle back in the Philippines.  As a Filipino citizen,  you are subject to duties and other obligations imposed on other ordinary Filipinos,  such as paying the necessary community tax residence and other tax liabilities in accordance with the tax laws of the Philippines.  

6.  Will I have to pay income taxes for my earnings here in Switzerland?

In accordance with current tax laws of the Philippines,  all income derived by Filipino citizens from sources abroad are not subject to income taxes. 

7.  As a dual citizen, am I allowed to practice my profession in the Philippines (e.g. doctor) ? 

Under the law,  those intending to practice their profession in the Philippines shall apply with the proper authority for a license or permit to engage in such practice.  

8. After I reacquire my citizenship, are my minor, unmarried children also considered as Filipino citizens? 

Under Section 4 (Derivative Citizenship) of Republic Act 9225, the unmarried child, whether legitimate, illegitimate or adopted, below eighteen (18) years of age, of those who re-acquire Philippine citizenship shall also be deemed citizens of the Philippines.  Applicants who have unmarried minor children should submit copies of the birth certificates of their children upon filing of the petition. 

9.  If I need to get more details on the rules and procedures for the implementation of RA 9225, which government office do I contact in the Philippines? 

Under Administrative Order No. 92 Series of 2004 dated 12 January 2004, the Bureau of Immigration has been designated as the government agency in charge of formulating the rules and procedures for the implementation of Republic Act No. 9225.  The contact details of Immigration Commissioner Alipio F. Fernandez are as follows:  Office of the COmmisioner,  Bureau of Immigration, Magallanes Drive, Intramuros, Manila, Philippines.  (Tel. No. (63)2 527-3265 / Fax No. (63-2) 527-3279) 

Overseas Absentee Voting:
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Sec. 9. Requirements for Filing of Applications for Registration/ Certification. – Every applicant shall be required to submit a valid Philippine passport to establish his identity. In the absence of a valid passport, a certification of the DFA that it has reviewed the appropriate documents submitted by the applicant and found them sufficient to warrant the issuance of a passport, or that the applicant is a holder of a valid passport but is unable to produce the same for a valid reason. In addition;

      1. In case of a seafarer, a photocopy of his Seaman’s Book  or any other pertinent document; or

      2. In case of a dual citizen, the original or certified true copy of the Order of Approval of his application to retain or reacquire his Filipino citizenship or Oath of Allegiance issued by the Post or the Bureau of Immigration. 

Sec. 10.  Registration/ Certification Procedures. – 
a. The applicant shall: 

1. Personally appear before the representative of the Commission at the Post that has jurisdiction over the locality where he temporarily resides or at the designated registration centers in the Philippines. 

In case of a seafarer, he may file his application personally at any Post or at the designated registration centers in the Philippines.

2. Submit the supporting identification documents mentioned in Section 9 hereof. The Commission may require additional documents to establish the identity and qualification of the applicant.

b. The representative of the Commission shall: 

1. Determine the identity of the applicant by verifying  the passport or such other documents that may sufficiently establish his identity;

2. Verify whether the applicant’s name is already included in the   NROAV: 

2.1. Applicant’s name is not yet included. Issue OAVF No.1 to the applicant for him to accomplish or request for the accomplished OAVF No.1, in case the applicant downloaded OAVF No. 1 from the websites of the Commission, DFA, DFA-OAVS and the Posts.

2.2. Applicant’s name is already included in the Post and his biometrics has been captured. Advise the applicant that he need not register anew. 

2.3. Applicant’s name is already included in the Post but his biometrics has not been captured. Issue OAVF No. 1 to applicant and write on the appropriate space the Application Number previously assigned to him as appearing in the NROAV. For this purpose, the form shall be stamped with the phrase “for data capturing only”.

2.4. Applicant’s name is already included in another Post and his biometrics has been captured. Advise the applicant that he need not register anew and require him to accomplish OAVF No. 1B – Letter-Request for Transfer of Registration Record in accordance with Section 22 hereof. 

2.5. Applicant’s name is already included in another Post but without biometrics. Advise the applicant to accomplish OAVF No. 1B in accordance with Section 22 hereof then issue OAVF No. 1 to applicant and write on the appropriate space the Application Number previously assigned to him as appearing in the NROAV. For this purpose, the form shall be stamped with the phrase “for data capturing only”.

3. Ensure that the OAVF No.1 issued to the applicant has been accomplished legibly, accurately and completely with the required documents under Section 9 hereof duly attached; and

4. Direct the applicant to the Data Capturing Machine (DCM) operator for the live capture of his biometrics. 


[image: image8.emf]        OAVS DOWNLOADABLE FORMS FOR CONTINUING  REGISTRATION/CERTIFICATION OF OVERSEAS ABSENTEE VOTERS   FOR THE NATIONAL ELECTIONS ON 10 MAY 2010         FORM NUMBER  FORM TITLE     OAVF No.  1  Application for Registration / Certification as Overseas  Absentee Voter    OAVF No.  1A  Transmittal Report    OAVF No.  1B  Letter - Request for Transfer of Registration Record    OAVF No.  1C  Certification (that the DCM is not functioning)    OAVF No.  1D  Application for Reinstatement in the National Registry of  Overseas Absentee Voters    OAVF No.  1E  Application for Correction of Wrong Entries / Misspelled  Names / Change of Name and Other Entries in the  Voter's ID / National Registry of Overseas Absentee  Voters (NROAV)   OAVF No.  1F  Letter - Request for Withdrawal of Application for  Registration / Certification Pending Approval   OAVF No.  1G  Application for Reactivation of Registration Records   OAVF No.  1H  Application for Change of Address (Within the Same  Consular Jurisdiction     All the forms can be downloaded at t he COMELEC’s website at: www. comelec.gov.ph or    may be obtained at the Philippine Embassy, Berne, Switzerland.  


Civil Registry:

Registration of Birth:
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REPORT OF  BIRTH OF FILIPINO NATIONAL  

Registration of Marriage:

Philippine Embassy

Kirchenfeldstrasse 73 – 75

3005 Berne
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The marriage contracted by a Filipino citizen in Switzerland must be reported at the earliest opportunity to the Philippine Embassy in Berne, Switzerland or to the Philippine Consulate General in Geneva, Switzerland for proper registration with the office of National Statistics Office (NSO) in the Philippines.

Requirements for Report of Marriage

1. Duly accomplished Report of Marriage form.

Report of Marriage Fee :
CHF 35.00

2. Original Marriage Contract  (Eheschein) or extract from the Civil Records of the Swiss Canton where the marriage took place and three (3) photocopies.

Original copy submitted  : No Fee

Photocopy submitted - Certified True Copy fee : 
CHF 35.00

3. Three (3) photocopies of Family Book (Familienausweis).

4. Three (3) photocopies of husband and wife’s passport data page.

5. Three (3) recent passport size photos of husband and wife.

6. If the applicant is a Widow, submit Death Certificate of Husband in three (3) copies.

· If Death Certificate was issued in the Philippines, it must be authenticated by National Statistics Office (NSO) and Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA).

· If the Death Certificate was issued by another country, it must be authenticated by the nearest Philippine Embassy or Consulate where the certificate was issued.

7. If the applicant’s marriage is Annulled , submit the document in three (3) copies.

· Court Decree of annulment issued in the Philippines, it must be  authenticated by the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA).

· Marriage Contract with a notation from the Civil Registrar Office or from the National Statistics Office that the marriage has been annulled, it must be authenticated by the Department of Foreign Affairs.

· If the annulment was issued by another country, it must be translated to English and authenticated by the nearest Philippine Embassy or Consulate where the annulment was issued.

8. If the applicant was Divorced by alien spouse, submit authenticated Divorce

Decree issued by the court in three (3) copies.

· If the court decree was issued in Switzerland, it must be translated to English and legalized by the State Chancery of the Canton that issued the divorce decree.

· If Divorce Decree was issued by another country, it must be translated to English and authenticated by the Philippine Consul in the country where it was issued.

      9.  CFO Information Sheet on Filipinos Marrying Foreign Nationals form.

NOTE: A Filipina who initiates the divorce proceedings against an alien spouse, cannot re-marry because there is no divorced in the Philippines.  If she re-marries, this second marriage is not legal under Philippine Law.  ( Her passport, therefore, cannot be amended to indicate her maiden name or new husband’s name.)  The divorced Filipina can only re-marry if it was the foreigner husband who divorced her and by virtue of the laws of the foreign husband’s country, the man could marry again.  In this case, the Filipina could also re-marry and her Philippine passport could be amended to reflect her new name.

Contact details

For further details, please contact the Embassy at Tel. 031 / 350 17 17 or by email to berne_pe@bluewin.ch.

MODE OF PAYMENT :  Payment must be done personally at the Embassy or payment can be made through postal order (Postanweisung) addressed to the Philippine Embassy, Kirchenfeldstrasse 73-75,  CH-3005 Bern. Personal checks or stamps are not accepted as payment for consular fees.

Registration of Death:
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REPORT OF DEATH  OF FILIPINO NATIONAL  


Foreign Service of the Philippines

Embassy of the Philippines

Berne, Switzerland

Requirements for Report of Divorce (ROD)

For Processing of Report of Divorce, please submit the following documents:

1. Application for Report of Divorce (ROD Form). This form is available at the Embassy.
Submit 3 copies of ROD Form accomplished and signed by the applicant.
ROD Form may only be filed by the Filipino spouse whose foreign spouse initiated the divorce.

2. Original document and three (3) copies of the Absolute Decree of Divorce issued by a competent court in Switzerland and translated to English.
The original document of the Absolute Decree will be returned to the applicant.
If the decree is issued by another court outside Switzerland, applicant must bring first the document to the Embassy of the country where the divorce document was issued for authentication or certification.

3. Three (3) copies of Marriage Contract/Certificate or Report of Marriage issued by the Philippine Embassy/Consulate in the country where the marriage was solemnized.

4. Three (3) copies of the data page of the Filipino applicant’s Philippine passport.
5. Payment of CHF 35.00.
IMMIGRANT VISA REQUIREMENTS
1. Two (2) sets of duly accomplished application form (FA Form No. 3)

2. Two (2) unmounted photo (4.5 cm x 3.5 cm)

3. Original valid passport 

4. Original and two (2) photo copies of Birth Certificate (with English translation)

5. Two (2) copies of Curriculum Vitae

6. Two (2) copies of evidence of financial support (bank statements, title of property, pensions, etc.)

7. Original and two (2) photo copies of Police Clearance from the Swiss Federal Office of Police (Bundesamt für Polizeiwesen). 

8. Medical clearance to be issued by any of the Embassy’s authorized physicians             (AIDS test is no longer required):

The medical report should be submitted to the immigration official(s) at the Ninoy Aquino International Airport (Manila International Airport) within the period of six (6) months after the physician performs the medical examination  
 
9. Original and two (2) photo copies of Marriage Contract (with English translation)



10. Two (2) photocopies of valid Philippine passport of Filipino/Filipina spouse                           (for non-quota visa applicants)

11. Other documents which the consular officer may deem necessary in order to establish the identity and/or support statements in the application

12. Immigrant Visa Fee :
-  CHF 210.00

REPORT OF MARRIAGE OF FILIPINO NATIONAL





PASSPORT AMENDMENT 








_1294148710.doc
OAVS DOWNLOADABLE FORMS FOR CONTINUING REGISTRATION/CERTIFICATION OF OVERSEAS ABSENTEE VOTERS

FOR THE NATIONAL ELECTIONS ON 10 MAY 2010

		FORM NUMBER

		FORM TITLE



		[image: image1.png]







		OAVF No. 1

		Application for Registration / Certification as Overseas Absentee Voter 



		OAVF No. 1A

		Transmittal Report 



		OAVF No. 1B

		Letter-Request for Transfer of Registration Record 



		OAVF No. 1C

		Certification (that the DCM is not functioning) 



		OAVF No. 1D

		Application for Reinstatement in the National Registry of Overseas Absentee Voters 



		OAVF No. 1E

		Application for Correction of Wrong Entries / Misspelled Names / Change of Name and Other Entries in the Voter's ID / National Registry of Overseas Absentee Voters (NROAV)



		OAVF No. 1F

		Letter-Request for Withdrawal of Application for Registration / Certification Pending Approval



		OAVF No. 1G

		Application for Reactivation of Registration Records



		OAVF No. 1H

		Application for Change of Address (Within the Same Consular Jurisdiction





All the forms can be downloaded at the COMELEC’s website at: www. comelec.gov.ph or 


may be obtained at the Philippine Embassy, Berne, Switzerland.


