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DFA’s e-pa

THE Department of For-
eign Affairs has started
issuinf the machine-
readable passports ina
bid to conforsn to interna-
tional standards.
Diplomatic sources said
the processing of the mod-

g‘rgn%ass?or started last | Special Concerns Rafael
The DFA- { Seguis and DFA

% D ereded ; Secretary for Consular Af-

- fairs Domingo Lucenario .

with the processing. of
new passports with%%éu;
rity features following the
signing of a memoran-
dum of understanting
with a French company,
Hologram, which will
make the lamination of
the passports.

DFA Undersecretary for
Administration Franklin
Ebdalin, whose office
oversees passport pro-
cessing, was “out of-the
loop” since He was not in-
volved in the’electronic

assport system. . -

P Tf?e _Ce)r’lstral Bank is
processing the machine- .
readable passports but
lamination of informa-
tion details appearing on |,
the second page of the |
_passport is cfone by Ho- :

ogram at US$1 for every
passport. coL T

‘Sources said the DFA
was forced to proceed
with the processing of the
new machine-readable
passport to avoid a short-
age of passport forms.

Last March, the DFA

" said it could proceed with -

the implementation of the
e-passport system once
the Supreme Court lift the
‘injunction order issued by
a lower court. :

DFA Undersecretary for

, and DFA Assistant
said that the e-passport

roject will be implement-
gd i the third qﬁgﬂer of

thecy'ean _ -
_ ongress approved a

P14 billion budget for the.

e-passport project under’ -
the 200

7-General Appro-
priations Act.

There are around
7,500 passport appli-
cants everyday in its

Manila office, its region-.

al consular offices na-

" tiohwide.and diplomat-

ic posts abroad. Around
50,000 passports. are is-
sued every week.
Last February, Pasi
City _Regional Tria
Court Judge Franco Fal-
con issued an injunction
stopping the DFA from
implementir‘lg the e-pass-
ort project, but the DFA
filed a petition with the 5C
seeking its lifting (I)'fl the

order. - Cristina Plsco
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